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Agenda
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• African continent
• African scholarly journal landscape
• African approach to scholarly journal publishing
• The way forward



About the African Continent 
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Connectivity on the African Continent 
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#DataMustFall



African Scholarly Journal Landscape (1)
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• Journals in print
• Downloaders rather than uploaders
• Low awareness of benefits of Open Access
• Low awareness of publishing software such as OJS
• More awareness required regarding journal 

management, importance of DOIs, ORCIDs, best 
practice

• Authors publish in international journals – “quality costs 
money” view …



• Commercial publishers publishing African journals
• Researchers awarded for WHERE they publish and not 

for WHAT they publish
• Rather award article performance than journal performance

• Unhealthy reliance on Journal Impact Factor (JIF)
• Web page but no workflow
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African Scholarly Journal Landscape (2)
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Questionable Journal Publishing
10.17159/sajs.2017/20170010

$ 4,047,492.971

http://dx.doi.org/10.17159/sajs.2017/20170010


African Scholarly Journal Landscape
Country Journals DOAJ 2017

Algeria 402 14

Egypt 599

Ghana 70 4

Ethiopia 67 4

Kenya 29 2

Morocco 10

South Africa 396 (53% OA) 63

Tanzania 19 0

Tunisia 4
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Not identified:
• Questionable journals
• New journals to be launched
• New DOAJ applications



Possible Role of African Academies 
of Science (1)
• Audit national journal publishing landscape - registry
• Promote development of indigenous system of 

African research 
• Publish & host science-focused journals
• Skills development & capacity building: OSS, OJS, 

OMP, OCS, ODS, scientific writing, data analysis etc. 
• Monitor scholarly journal quality & provide guidance 

on new trends, best practice – leadership
• Develop partnerships & collaborate with stakeholders
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Possible Role of African Academies 
of Science (2)
• Recommend registering in directories/indexes
• Marketing journals & articles, protecting online identity
• Monitoring and evaluation of journals, articles – Peer-

review Panels (ASSAf) & Reports
• Workshops, webinars, mailing list, A-Z Wiki covering 

topics
• And many more
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Registry of SA Journals
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Open Access Week 2016 Series of 
Webinars http://journals.assaf.org.za/blog/

http://journals.assaf.org.za/blog/


14



15



16



ASSAf Journal Evaluation Instrument
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• Analysed criteria for inclusion in:
• SA Dept. of Higher Education & Training
• Web of Science (Thomson Reuters)
• Scopus (Elsevier)
• Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ)
• SciELO
• Norwegian Registry for Scientific Journals, Series and 

Publishers
• International Bibliography of Social Sciences (ProQuest IBSS)



Journal Evaluation Instrument
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• About the Journal
• Articles – Technical
• Articles – Content
• Financial Sustainability
• Visibility & Impact
• Guidelines
• Policies & Statements
• Roles & Responsibilities

http://bit.ly/assaf-journal-instrument

http://bit.ly/assaf-journal-instrument
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http://www.scielo.org.za/
SciELO SA

http://www.scielo.org.za/


South African Journal of Science
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http://www.sajs.co.za/

http://www.sajs.co.za/
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journals.assaf.org.za
Great features!

• Publication flexibility
• iThenticate Plugin
• Creative Commons 

License
• Author Agreement 

(Submission 
Requirements)

• ORCIDs
• Crossref DOIs
• Reference Linking
• Portico
• DOAJ
• PKP School
• Dataverse/ODS – Data 

the next gold …
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https://pkp.sfu.ca/ojs/ojs-usage/ojs-map/

Africa = 457 journals using OJS

https://pkp.sfu.ca/ojs/ojs-usage/ojs-map/


Universities & societies publishing 
their own
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Google Scholar
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Cited By
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Google Scholar Citations Profile
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The Way Forward (1)

• African research to be made available on a global 
scale for all to benefit

• African researchers uploaders – not only downloaders
• Work on self-confidence regarding research 

produced (Lars Bjornshauge) & publishing
• Take ownership, responsibility, lifelong self-learning
• Support & develop local publishing channels; 

government support
• Transparency – policies clear
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The Way Forward (2)

• OA Policies – align with BOAI & register with SHERPA 
RoMEO

• Quantity more important than quantity – we need less 
journals

• Peer-review system
• Open source software & philosophy
• Register all high quality OA journals in DOAJ
• Leadership – editors not experts in publishing
• Expand the community, expertise, network
• Also OMP, OCS, ODS, Harvester
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The Way Forward (3)
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Upcoming Scholarly Publishing Workshop November 2017:

http://africanopenscience.org.za/

http://africanopenscience.org.za/


Thank you!
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